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quantities as may be required for immediate
consumption. TMs method is adopted in
many quarries and engineering undertakings.
Nitroglycerine has for some time been ex-
tensively used in the manufacture of dyna-
mite and smokeless powder.
Related   Articles.      Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Blasting
Dynamite
Explosives
Smokeless Powder
NI'TROUS ACID.   See nitrogen.
NITROUS OXIDE.   See laughing gas.
NIX, in German mythology, the name given
to water spirits; male or female. The male
nix is sometimes represented as old, some-
times as young, but usually as a malicious
being. The female nixie appears as a maiden,
who often falls in love with some young man,
whom she entices or draws into the water.
NIZHNI-NOVGOROD, nyeezh' nye nov'
go rod, (renamed gorky), russia, cap-
ital of the government of the same name, is
situated at the confluence of the Volga and
Oka rivers, 265 miles east of Moscow. Previ-
ous to the revolution of 1917 the city was
noted especially for the great annual fair held
there late in the summer. It was instituted in
1817, and for a century each fair attracted
500,000 dealers and visitors. After the down-
fall of the Kerensky government the city was
the scene of Bolshevik disturbances. Nizhni-
Novgorod is divided into three parts, the
upper district, including the citadel, the gov-
ernor's palace, libraries, schools, the cathe-
dral and public buildings; the lower portion,
containing the industrial establishments; and
the suburbs. Population, 1930, 350,000.
NO'AH, one of the patriarchs of the Old
Testament, son of Lantech, described in the
book of Genesis as being chosen by God for
his piety to be the father of the new race
which should people the earth after the del-
uge. Having been warned by God of the
coming flood, he built a vessel (the ark) ac-
cording to God's direction, and entered it with
his family and animals of every kind. After
the waters had subsided the Ark rested on
Mount Ararat, where Noah gave a thank of-
fering to God and was assured that earth
should never again be destroyed by a flood.
As a sign of Ms promise, God set the rain-
bow in the clouds. Noah, or the family lie
represented, lived 350 years after the flood.
While modern accounts place Mount Ararat
in Armenia, older traditions locate it in the
mountains of the Kurds, east of the Tigris.
 NOBEL PRIZES, a series of prizes found-
ed by Alfred Bernard Nobel (1833-1896), a
Swedish inventor widely known for his in-
vention of dynamite. Mr. Nobel bequeathed
$9,000,000, the income from which is annually
distributed in five prizes awarded for the
greatest contributions toward world progress
and human welfare in physics, chemistry,
medicine, literature and world peace.
The value of the prizes has varied from
$35,000 to $46,000, each. Awards are made
by the Xobel Foundation and Institutes; the
Royal Academy of Sciences in physics and
chemistry, the Caroline Institute in medicine,
and the Swedish Academy in literature. The
peace awards are made by the Norwegian
Storthing (Parliament).
The Peace Prize has been awarded to sever-
al Americans; Theodore Roosevelt (1906);
Eliliu Root (1912); Woodrow Wilson (1919);
Charles G. Dawes (1925); Frank B. Kellogg
(1929); and Nicholas Murray Butler and
Jane Addams (1931). In 1930 Sinclair Lewis
received the Literature Prize. Other awards
have been: A. A. Miehelson, physics (1907);
Alexis Carrel, medicine (1912) ; R. A. Mil-
likan, physics (1923); A. H. Compton,
physics (1927) K. Landsteiner, medicine
(1930); I. Langmuir, chemistry (1932); H.
C. Urey, chemistry (1934), Drs. Minot,
Murphy and WMpple, medicine (1934).
NOBIL'ITY, a class of people possessing
high privileges of a social nature, by govern-
ment favor and hereditary transmission, not
enjoyed by the masses. Less frequently polit-
ical favor accompanies a title of nobility*
Classes of nobility in Europe rose in the in-
fancy of the nations and they still exist in a
number of them. They are found generally
in monarchical governments.
Among the ancient German tribes there
were only obscure traces of hereditary nobil-
ity. The dignities of the counts of the
Franks, the aldermen and great thanes of
England3 as also the j&rls (in England, eor-
las) of Denmark, were accessible to every
one distinguished by merit and favored by
fortune. In Yeniee a nobility grew up con-
sisting of a series of families who gradually
acquired all political power.
In England hereditary nobility, that be-
longing to the titles of duke, marquis, earl,
viscount and baron, is now entirely personal
and social, though formerly it was connected
with the holding of lands. In Spain and
Italy still, the same rank depends in great

